
Governance of the Commons and Water Resources 
 
Background 
 

- There are many serious water-related issues in Canada, and around the 
world; 

- Pollution from nutrients, pesticides, organic and inorganic chemicals, 
antibiotics, hormones, and other chemicals, pharmaceuticals; 

- Loss of ecosystem services resulting from population growth and urban 
development, enormous pressure on watersheds that support 
communities, industry and agriculture; 

- Water sources are being stressed by changing atmosphere and climate; 
- Increasingly, there are competing demands for more limited water 

resources by communities, industry and agriculture. 
- But we have evolved a system of governance that shares responsibility for 

water management by numerous agencies and levels of government that 
often have competing mandates. 

- We share a moral and ethical responsibility to manage our water 
resources wisely and sustainably. 

- There is recognition of a growing need for more of a “bottom-up”, 
watershed-based approach to governance that is based on an ethic of 
stewardship and shared responsibility for managing watersheds 
sustainably. 

 
Questions for consideration by Moderator  
 
Approaches to water management are shifting: 

- from process to outcomes 
- from water management to watershed management 
- from regulating to shared responsibility 
- from government to governance 

 
How can we more responsibly and sustainably develop, manage and protect 
watersheds for a sustainable future?  
 
Are there models of integrated watershed governance that might be useful to 
consider adopting or adapting to your watershed needs? How do they engage 
and involve people who bring a variety of backgrounds and skills? How do they 
ensure that social and environmental needs are being met while maintaining a 
healthy and growing economy? 
 
How might we advance the adoption and expansion of these new approaches to 
water management? 
 
How do we ensure that we base our decisions about watershed management on 
the basis of sound science and timely information? 



 
How we ensure that watershed protection becomes recognized as essential to 
the long term economic and social as well as environmental sustainability of the 
watershed?  
 
How do we ensure that we base our decisions on science based information? 
 
How de we establish and support local, collaborative, watershed based 
collaboratives or authorities? 
 
How do we ensure coordinated actions by various watershed stakeholders 
including watershed agencies, municipalities and higher levels of government? 
 
How do we ensure we support watershed- 
based actions with adequate science, research, monitoring and reporting? 
 
What are examples of watershed management actions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


